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REUNION !

Sept 22 - 26 2010
Pigeon Forge, TN

This reunion is for

ALL Red Dragons

from before World War 11 to those on
active duty and any time in between.
Contact those you know and get a group
together!

LOCATION:

ALL SEASONS SUITES

239 Dollywood Lane, Pigeon Forge
Reservations:1-888-482-7829
http://www.smokymountainresorts.com/lodg

ing/pigeonforge/allseasonsuites.php

Note: This hotel was rated fifth out of 247
Pigeon Forge hotels.

COST:

A two-queen-bed room will be $77 per night
on the 22nd-23rd and $99 per night on the
24th-25th. This is an average of $88 per
night plus 11% tax and fees.

Note: This is a GOOD rate so be sure to
tell them you're with the Red Dragons!
There will be a $50 per person charge for
the banquet and hospitality room.
TRAVEL
Nearest airport is McGhee-Tyson in Alcoa,
TN (40 miles.) If you drive, the hotel has
free parking.

ACTIVITIES

Reunion schedule is shown on the right. In
your free time, Pigeon Forge is a terrific
family destination with activities ranging
from Dollywood to the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.
http://www.pigeonforge-
attractions.com/?gclid=CNSa7bi88qACFQU

hnAodSDb6GA

These details are posted on the new Red
Dragons Veterans Association Website,
http://www.red-dragons.org

ACTIVITIES

Wed Sep 22
Afternoon until ? — social time — historical

displays
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Thu Sept 23
9:30 AM -11:30 AM -- Who are you? Get

to know each other. Bring your kids and
grandkids, or pictures of them!

11:30 A.M. ‘“til exhaustion -- Free time.
Dragon’s Lair open.

Fri Sept 24

9:30 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. -- Story time —
come hear the best tales from other Red
Dragons and share your own. Note: Truth is
an option!

11:30 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Free time. Dragon’s
Lair open.

7:00-9:00 Presentation on unit history 1917
to 2010 by Walt Eldredge

Sat Sep 25

All day - Free time. Dragon’s Lair open.
6:00 P.M.-9:00 PM Memorial banquet
9:00 P.M. “til Exhaustion - Dragon’s Lair
open

Sun Sept 26

Close Station. March Order.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO
1) Reserve your room as soon as you can --
we're never sure how many we will have,
and early reservations are a big help in
planning.
Just call the All seasons Suite
1-888-482-7829.
Be sure to tell them you are with the
Red Dragons
2) By August 15, send $50 per person to:
Red Dragons Veterans Association
12124 North Oak Hills Parkway
Baton Rouge, LA 70810
This will cover the banquet and the cost
of the Dragon’s Lair.
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2009 World War 11 Gathering

A small but close group of WW 1l veterans
and relatives gathered in Princeton, NJ in
June 2009. Veterans included Gordon Horne
with his daughter Peggy Bradbury and
husband Dave, John Ward, and John Skaggs
with wife Berenice and son Brian. Carl
Poulsen, Jr. attended and all of us paused to
acknowledge the passing of his father Carl
just a week before. A fascinating expedition
was made to Washington Crossing National
Park. Coupled with last year’s trip to Valley
Forge, we all felt the courage and
desperation of the struggle that made us a
nation.

2009 Korean War Gathering

Former members of the 2" Chemical Mortar
Battalion, 461%" Infantry Battalion, and 88"
Infantry Battalion met at the Tundra Lodge
in Green Bay WI. Some great stories were
retold, a few new ones were recalled, and
some good times were created.

CSM Ken Kraus and 1SGT Harry Feyer
joined us from the 2" Chemical Battalion at
Fort Hood, bringing battalion colors,
insignia, stories of the performance of
today’s battalion, and of the respect and
appreciation that today’s soldiers have for
their predecessors. It was obvious that goes
both ways; the veterans can be proud of their
SuCCessors.

Walt Eldredge gave a presentation about the
Consitution and ByLaws of the new Red
Dragons Veterans Association.

The Association’s Executive Committee
voted to add CSM Ken Kraus as a member
of the Committee, thereby establishing a
new and firm connection with our soldiers at
Fort Hood. We hope to see many more of
them at the September 2010 reunion.

Red Dragons Veterans Association

TAPS

The following names are added to the list of
those deceased. These include some earlier
deaths of which notification to the Red
Dragon was delayed.

Date of .
Name Death Service
Carl Poulsen 6/5/09 | A, 1942-
1945
Oscar “Pete” Vraa 5/3/10 | D, HQ
1942-45
Gary Shiffman 12/1/20 | C:2/53-
08 12/53
Robert P. Reifsneider | 3/21/09 | A, 1942-
1945

If you learn of the death of a Red Dragon,
please inform Walt Eldredge.

Adding to the Honors

The 2™ Chemical Battalion has displayed
for many years its campaign ribbons and
citations from World War I, World War I,
and Korea. Added to these are the following
from action in the Middle East:

Defense of Saudi Arabia
Liberation and Defense of Kuwait
Cease-Fire

Red Dragons deployed today are continuing
to earn honors.
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Association Activities
You may have noticed (hope so!) that we
did not send out a Red Dragon and roster
earlier this year as in the past. The following
activities have kept us busy, and the
newsletter just wouldn’t fit the available
time. The roster is included in this issue, and
we will return to publishing twice yearly
now that these are complete.
We have applied for and received tax
exempt status under section 501 (C) (19)
of the IRS code.
We have applied for and received U.S.
Mail discount privileges as a tax-exempt
organization.
We have established a Facebook Group
under the title 2" Chemical Battalion
Red Dragons Second to None. The
group has 106 members ranging from
Korean War veterans to soldiers
currently serving.
We have established the Association
website at http://www.red-dragons.org.
We are very interested in posting
journal, stories, pictures and anything
else you may have that pertains the
battalion’s history. (Note: This does
NOT replace www.4point2.org, the web
site for the U.S. Army Chemical Mortar
Battalions.)

In the future we will post reunion details,
copies of the Red Dragon and other items of
interest on the website and the Facebook
group. Anyone joining the Facebook group
can upload their own material for others to
see.

SUGGESTION! Bring pictures of
your kids and grandkids (and so on) to
the reunion and we’ll have a gathering
to share who they are and what
they’re doing. Sure, you’ll have to
hear about ours, but hey! You’ll get to
show off yours!

Red Dragons Veterans Association

Veteran receives long-overdue diploma

On April 30 of last year, Dayton High
School in Ohio hosted a group of veterans
whose service ranged from World War 1l to
Irag. They gave a standing ovation to
longtime area resident Clayton Arthur "Sy"
Seifried, who left Dayton High early to
serve as a Red Dragon with the 2nd
Chemical Mortar Battalion in Italy, then
went on to fight in France, Germany and
Austria as the war played out. Dayton High
awarded Seifried what he'd missed 65 years
ago: his high school diploma.

Financial Report

Balance 1/1/2009 0
Sale of Red Dragon Items $68.00
Donations $1,433.12
Newsletter and Reunion ($ 2,162.76)
Payments from Attendees $2,000.00
Balance 12/31/2009 $1,294.36
Donations $ 550.00
Balance 4/30/10 $1,844.36
Expected costs
Mailing permit fee $ 185.00
Spring 2010 Newsletter -$410.00
Reunion Costs -$ 500.00
Winter 2010 Newsletter -$ 300.00
Expected Balance 12/31/10 $ 449.36

IMPORTANT!

Send Donations to Walt Eldredge (Not
Bruce Elliott, he just has to send them to
me) and make checks payable to Red
Dragons Veterans Association.

Do you use Paypal? You can donate on the
website, www.red-dragons.org. Just look for
the “Donate” Button

Donate

s [ = o= o
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NCOs inducted

On March 10 The 2nd Chemical Battalion
inducted 19 new noncommissioned officers
into the NCO Corps during a ceremony
Friday at the Phantom Warrior Center.

The ceremony marks the crossover from
being a Soldier to becoming a leader,
Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth Kraus, 2nd
Chem. Bn. command sergeant major, said

The battalion’s first sergeants led the NCOs
in a recitation of the NCO creed and lit the
red, white and blue candles during a candle
lighting ceremony. The red candle
represented bloodshed and the courage
shown by those who served and continue to
serve in the U.S. Army, the blue, honor and
fidelity, and the white, Soldiers that gave
their life for their country.

For more info, see
http://www.forthoodsentinel.com/story.php?
id=3307

2" Chemical CSM Sgt. Maj. Kenneth Kraus, a
member of the Executive Committee of our
Association, wets Sgt. Steven Bringhurst’s stripes

Sgt. 1st Class Gregory James, 31st Chemical
Company first sergeant, lights the blue candle
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30" Engineers

The American Army had no chemical
warfare capability at all when the U.S.
entered World War I. The 30Engineer
Regiment, predecessor of th& Zhemical
Mortar Battalion and today’s"2 Chemical
Battalion was created to fill this gap.
Although they had to learn a completely
new kind of warfare, the “Gas and Flame
Regiment” as they were later known,
deployed and entered combat in only five
months — less time than any other unit in the
entire 2-millioin man AEF.

Chemical units were thought of as non-
mobile, useful only at the beginning of an
attack, because of their short (1100-yard)
range. Our predecessors on their own
initiative developed methods of moving

forward with the infantry and coordinating

fire as targets were encountered. Without
radio communication!  The  mortar

companies also fought unsupported, and in
the Meusse-Argonne campaign were
credited with destruction or capture of many
machine gun emplacements on their oqgn,
without infantry involvement.

This was the first of many cases where Red
Dragons have “reinvented” their unit and
methods to maintain their effectiveness on a
changing battlefield. This precedent was
followed by the 2 Chemical Mortar
battalion in World War 1l and Korea, where
they were considered the premier unit in
mountain warfare with the 4.2 mortar.

A Gas and Flame Regiment Stokes Mortar
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